CHARACTERIZATION NOTES
Characterization is the process by which the writer reveals the personality of a character.  Characterization is revealed directly when the author tells the audience what the personality of the character is (the patient boy and quiet girl) or indirectly when the author shows things that reveal the personality of a character. There are five different methods of indirect characterization:

	Speech
	What does the character say? How does the character speak?

	Thoughts
	What is revealed through the character’s private thoughts and feelings? How does their point of view (opinion/perspective) about events differ from other characters?

	Effect on others 
	What is revealed through the character’s effect on other people? How do other characters feel or behave in reaction to the character?

	Actions
	What does the character do? How does the character behave?

	Looks
	What does the character look like? How does the character dress?


TIP #1:
Use indirect characterization to analyze visual media:

· Film: Look at how the character dresses and moves. Note the facial expressions when the director moves in for a close-up shot.

· Drama: Pay attention to the way that the characters reveal their thoughts during a soliloquy.

Examples of Indirect Characterization from The Cat in the Hat

	Indirect Characterization
	Examples
	Explanation



	Speech
	Many of the words spoken by the cat at the beginning of the story have an upbeat connotative meaning. For instance, the cat says to the children, “But we can have / Lots of fun that is funny!” (7).
	This reveals that the cat’s character is an upbeat character that likes to have fun.

	Thoughts
	So all we could do was to 

Sit!

      Sit!

            Sit!

And we did not like it.  Not one little bit (3).
	These are the thoughts of the narrator as he stares out the window on a rainy day. These thoughts reveal that this character is not happy about his current situation.

	Effect on others
	Throughout the first three quarters of the story, three different illustrations portray the fish scowling at the cat (11, 25, and 37) immediately after each of the cat’s activities. When the cat returns to clean up his mess at the end of the story the fish is shown with a smile on his face (57).
	The scowls on the fish’s face support the argument that the cat’s behavior at the beginning of the story is not acceptable to the fish. The fish’s smile at the end reveals that the cat is engaging in behavior that is now acceptable to the fish.

	Actions 
	On page 18, the cat plays “UP-UP-UP with a fish,” an activity that involves the cat standing on a ball while balancing seven objects. Later, the cat releases two “Things” that fly kites inside.
	These activities are outrageous, dangerous and should not be conducted in the house. They reveal that the cat’s character is not concerned about rules related to safety and appropriateness.

	Looks
	Throughout the first three-quarters of the story, the cat is shown with a smile on his face. Towards the end of the story, however, when the cat is told to leave, he is shown leaving the house with slumped shoulders and a sad face.
	The smiles reveal that the cat is enjoying himself and is not apologetic for his outrageous behavior. The frown and slumped shoulders at the end show that he is not enjoying himself anymore.


Character Descriptions

· Able
· Accepting
· Adventurous
· Aggressive
· Ambitious
· Annoying
· Arrogant
· Articulate
· Athletic
· Awkward
· Boastful
· Bold
· Bossy
· Brave
· Bright
· Busy
· Calm
· Careful
· Careless
· Caring
· Cautious
· Cheerful
· Clever
· Clumsy
· Compassionate
· Complex
· Conceited
· Confident
· Considerate
· Cooperative
· Courageous
· Creative
· Curious
· Dainty
· Daring
· Dark
· Defiant
· Demanding
· Determined
· Devout
· Disagreeable
· Disgruntled
· Dreamer
· Eager
· Efficient
· Embarrassed
· Energetic
· Excited
· Expert
· Fair
· Faithful
· Fancy
· Fighter
· Forgiving
· Free-spirited
· Friendly
· Frustrated
· Fun-loving
· Funny
· Generous
· Gentle
· Giving
· Gracious
· Grouchy
· Happy
· Hard-working
· Helpful
· Honest
· Hopeful
· Humble
· Humorous
· Imaginative
· Impulsive
· Independent
· Intelligent
· Inventive
· Jealous
· Joyful
· Judgmental
· Keen
· Kind
· Knowledgeable
· Lazy
· Leader
· Light
· Light-hearted
· Likeable
· Lively
· Lovable
· Loving
· Loyal
· Manipulative
· Materialistic
· Mature
· Melancholy
· Merry
· Messy
· Mischievous
· Naïve
· Neat
· Nervous
· Noisy
· Obnoxious
· Opinionated
· Organized
· Outgoing
· Passive
· Patient
· Patriotic
· Perfectionist
· Personable
· Pitiful
· Plain
· Pleasant
· Pleasing
· Poor
· Popular
· Prim
· Proper
· Proud
· Questioning
· Quiet
· Radical
· Realistic
· Rebellious
· Reflective
· Relaxed
· Reliable
· Religious
· Reserved
· Respectful
· Responsible
· Reverent
· Rich
· Rigid
· Rude
· Sad
· Sarcastic
· Self-confident
· Self-conscious
· Selfish
· Sensible
· Sensitive
· Serious
· Shy
· Silly
· Simple
· Simple-minded
· Smart
· Stable
· Strong
· Stubborn
· Studious
· Successful
· Tantalizing
· Tender
· Tense
· Thoughtful
· Thrilling
· Timid
· Tireless
· Tolerant
· Tough
· Tricky
· Trusting
· Understanding
· Unhappy
· Unique
· Unlucky
· Unreasonable
· Unselfish
· Vain
· Warm
· Wild
· Willing
· Wise
· Witty
· Zealous
