Dialectical Journal Handout

A dialectical journal is a way to make important inferences about the text.  Create two columns on your paper, labeling the left column “Quotes” and the right “Inferences.”  The following is an example from the story “The Ravine.”

	Quotes
	Inferences

	“A breeze picked up and moved the trees on the ridge-line, but not a breath of it reached the fifty-foot ledge.  Vinny thought he heard a voice, small and distant.  Yes.  Something inside him, a tiny voice pleading, Don’t do it.  Walk away.  Just turn and go and walk back down.” (pg. 11)

“[Starlene] reached behind her and took a wide leaf from a plant, then eased down and scooped up a finger of mud.  She made a brown cross on her forehead…Joe-Boy scooped up some mud and drew a stroke of lightning across his chest.”  (pg. 8)


	Since the mountain is an archetypical setting, Vinny’s climb up the mountain represents his journey toward overcoming peer pressure.  When he reaches the top of the mountain, the “truth” is revealed to him: he does not have to follow his friends’ dangerous antics.  Instead, he experiences inner peace when he chooses to follow his own path.

The story takes place on an island, which is a place usually full of tradition.  Drawing muddy symbols prior to jumping off the high ledge is clearly a ritual and illustrates how the setting can affect the way a character behaves.


