Essay Introduction Paragraph Handout

The introduction paragraph in your essay should have three parts: the hook, the bridge, and the thesis.
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1. The introduction paragraph should start with a hook—a question, quote, fact, anecdote, etc. that grabs the reader’s attention.  
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2. Next comes the bridge.  These sentences connect the hook to the thesis.  It helps you move from the general statement you made in the hook to the specific claim of your essay—your thesis.
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3. Last and most important is the thesis—the sentence that tells the reader what your whole essay will prove.  It is critical to have a precise thesis statement so that your essay can stay focused and on topic.

NOTE:  Somewhere in your introduction paragraph, you must “TAG it.”  TAG stands for giving the Title, Author, and Genre of the text about which you are writing.

In the example below, the hook is underlined, the bridge italicized, and the thesis emphasized in bold.
At the start of Richard Connell’s short story “The Most Dangerous Game,” renowned hunter Sanger Rainsford boldly states, “The world is made up of two classes—the hunters and the huntees” (pg. 1).  While he feels confident in his opinion initially, his perspective changes drastically by the end of the story as his role shifts from the hunter to the huntee.  Thankfully, the audience is treated to front row seats of Rainsford’s transformation as well as the catalyst behind his change as the story is told through the third person omniscient point of view.  Because the story is told through this perspective, many aspects of the story are impacted in significant ways.
Essay Conclusion Paragraph Handout

The conclusion paragraph in your essay should have two parts: the thesis and the “So What?”.
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1. The thesis—the sentence that tells the reader what your whole essay will prove.  The thesis from your introduction paragraph should be restated, not copied.  Use different words or switch around the order of the sentence so that it is not a perfect copy of the thesis used in the introduction.

2. Last comes the “So What?”.  These sentences answer the question: So what are the readers supposed to do now?  These sentences should state why the issue is important and what the implications are for readers.

NOTE:  The conclusion paragraph should start with a concluding transition word.

In the example below, the thesis is underlined and the So What? italicized.

In conclusion, because the story is told through the third person omniscient point of view, many aspects of the story are impacted in significant ways.  Since the author made the conscious decision to use this narrative style, the reason is important.  This type of narrator allows the audience to experience the story more completely because the thoughts and feelings of all characters are shared; therefore, readers should pay careful attention to these thoughts and feelings to better understand the complexity of the story.
