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Authors Use Them To: 

● Add emphasis 
● Create a sense of urgency 
● Create a mood (feeling) 
● Show the author’s attitude (tone) about 

the subject (nonfiction) 
● Get straight to the point 
● Create a casual or conversational speaking 

style (esp. in dialogue) 
● Develop a character’s personality (i.e. 

isolated, broken down, laid back, ignorant, 
etc.) 
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You Must: 

1. Find fragments in your reading and log 
them (pg#). 

2. Determine WHY the author used the 
fragment. 

3. EXPLAIN your answers. 
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M: Rainsford says, “Can’t see it” (pg 1), 
Whitney says, “The fear of pain and the 
fear of death” (pg 1). These fragments 
create a casual or conversational speaking 
style. The dialogue between Rainsford and 
Whitney as they discuss a spooky island and 
hunting as a sport seems natural and real 
because of the fragments. 
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