RATE Strategy for Short Answer Questions Handout

Some questions will require you to respond in writing to a question about literature.  For questions like this, use the RATE strategy.

	RA
	T
	E

	RESTATE the question

+

ANSWER the question


	Use TEXT evidence to prove or support your answer
	EXPLAIN how your text evidence proves your answer


Below are some sample questions that would be answered using the RATE strategy that go along with a story.
“The Tortoise and the Hare”

There once was a speedy hare who bragged about how fast he could run. Tired of hearing him boast, Slow and Steady, the tortoise, challenged him to a race. All the animals in the forest gathered to watch.

Hare ran down the road for a while and then and paused to rest. He looked back at Slow and Steady and cried out, "How do you expect to win this race when you are walking along at your slow, slow pace?"

Hare stretched himself out alongside the road and fell asleep, thinking, "There is plenty of time to relax."

Slow and Steady walked and walked. He never, ever stopped until he came to the finish line.

The animals who were watching cheered so loudly for Tortoise, they woke up Hare.

Hare stretched and yawned and began to run again, but it was too late. Tortoise was over the line.

After that, Hare always reminded himself, "Don't brag about your lightning pace, for Slow and Steady won the race!"

1. How would you characterize the hare?  Support your answer with evidence from the story.

	RA
	T
	E

	The hare can be characterized as arrogant (conceited).
	During a race against the tortoise named Slow and Steady, the hare “stretched himself out alongside the road and fell asleep.”
	The hare was so confident in his own speed that he dismisses the tortoise as an unworthy opponent, which makes him lose the race.


2. What is the tortoise’s mood?  Support your answer with evidence from the story.

	RA
	T
	E

	The tortoise’s mood is irritated.
	Slow and Steady got “tired of hearing [Hare] boast” about how fast he was.
	However, the tortoise’s frustration was eased when he won the race, teaching Hare to quit bragging.


