Socratic Seminar Discussion Handout
A Socratic Seminar is a discussion with two roles: inner and outer circle.  The desks will be arranged in two circles, and each student will have the opportunity to be both in the inner and outer circle.

[image: image1.png]Inner circle particpants discuss
questions with quality responses.

Outer circle particpants ask questions and
redirect if needed. They listen courteously
and take notes.




PROCEDURES
· Before Part One of the discussion, students will read the assigned text(s) and create questions for the discussion.  These completed questions must be brought to class the day of the discussion.  A portion of the Socratic Seminar grade will be based on the questions to ensure completion before the discussion begins.

· During Part One of the discussion, students will be assigned to either the inner or outer circle.

· Inner circle participants:

· Discuss questions asked by outer circle participants

· May speak to inner circle participants only unless clarification is needed about a question

· Provide a minimum of two quality responses

· Respect others by not interrupting, rolling eyes, laughing, sleeping, or talking while others are speaking

· Must allow everyone an opportunity to respond (There is no moderator, and no on should raise his/her hand.  Instead, be mindful of each other and courteous.)

· Can have points deducted for lack of etiquette or monopolization of discussion

· Outer circle participants:

· Ask, redirect, or clarify questions only

· Take notes

· May not participate in discussion

· Ask a minimum of two quality questions (no credit will be given for questions that can be answered by a “yes” or “no” response)

· Respect others in the same manner as inner circle participants

· During Part Two, the roles are reversed and the inner and outer circle participants switch seats and roles.

· The teacher’s role is that of scorekeeper and note taker for later clarification, if needed.  She keeps “score” of the quality of both questions asked and answers given by students.

· Assessment breakdown (may be changed)

· Questions:
10 points

· Inner Circle:
50 points

· Outer Circle:
15 points

· Notes:

15 points

· Etiquette:
10 points
LEVELS OF QUESTIONS

Prior to each Socratic Seminar, you will be assigned to create a certain number of questions and certain types of questions.

	Literal

(Level 1)
	Interpretive

(Level 2)
	Experience-Based

(Level 3)

	Questions

· Factual

· Address key elements

· Info available in other resources
	Questions

· Inferential
· Motive of author or a character

· Textually implicit, requiring analysis and interpretation of specific parts of the text
	Questions

· Connecting
· Link text to prior knowledge, other texts, or experiences
· Open-ended
· Provoke discussion of an abstract idea or issue

	Answers

· Found directly in text

· Good answers lead to an accurate and complete summary of text
	Answers

· Found by following patterns and seeing relationships among parts of the text

· Good answers lead to an identification of the significant patterns
	Answers

· Found by testing the ideas of a text against readers’ experiences and thoughts
· Good answers lead to an appreciation of the text and further discussion


QUESTION PREPARATION

Below are some Level 2 question stems that you can use to help create your questions.  If your question refers to a specific passage, indicate the paragraph or page number.

· Content Based Questions:

· What method is used to develop the author’s argument that _____?

· What did it mean when the author referred to _____ as _____?

· Why did the author include/imply/omit _____?

· What else might have caused the reader to infer the theme that _____ besides _____?

· What other works contain a similar treatment of _____?

· What could the author have done to change/modify/emphasize _____?

· What justification or refutation can you provide of the author’s position that _____?

· How does the author demonstrate _____?

· How does the author develop _____ to present _____?

· How does the author present _____?

· What examples does the author use to _____?

· Literary Analysis Questions:

· How does the author’s use of    A    contribute to/create/fulfill    B   ?

· A:

· Diction

· Setting

· Syntax

· Imagery

· Details

· Symbolism

· Foreshadowing

· Flashback

· Irony

· Figurative language

· Point of view

· Sarcasm

· Allusion

· Conflict

· B:

· Mood

· Character

· Theme

· Message

· Tone

· Meaning

· Plot

· Suspense

